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circumstance or event that might arise in the
life of a nation like China, to do her a great
service.

"For these reasons/' I said, "I must decline
to give the pledge and at the same time decline
to accept your kind offer to help me- I thank
you, gentlemen, very much, for your good
wishes."

Both Brown and Hammond afterwards
agreed that I took the right view on the subject
and sustained me in my position. To be sure,
I was poor, but I would not allow my poverty
to gain the upper hand and compel me to barter
away my inward convictions of duty for a
temporary mess of pottage.

During the summer of I8505 it seems that
Brown who had been making a visit in the South
to see his sister, while there had occasion to call
on some of the members of "The Ladies' Associa-
tion55 in Savannah, Ga., to whom he mentioned
my case. He returned home in the nick of time,
just after I had the interview with the
board of trustees of the academy. I told him
of the outcome, when, as stated above, he
approved of my position, and told me what he
had done. He said that the members of the
association agreed to help me in college. Ond
